
NCCF Mentoring CentǊŜ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ tŀǇŜǊ             άCatch he Vision and Dare to Dream!έ   Page 1 of 17 

Northern Connections Mentoring Centre  

 

DISCUSSION PAPER 

Submitted by Joel M. Molin 
President and co-founder 
Northern Connections Christian Fellowship (NCCF) 

 

PRELUDE 

Culture is not simply a matter of customs or traditions. It is also 
a way of looking at life, a set of shared beliefs and values, a 
means of expression for understanding the world and one's 
place in it. Cultural differences are therefore apparent in many 
avenues of life, whether in family and social relationships or in 
searching for environmental harmony. These views must be 
addressed before we can move beyond the walls of fear created 
by misunderstanding and abuse. Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
worldviews must be taught in order to restore relationship and 
bring understanding.   

WHO WE ARE 

NƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
believers in Christ whose joy is spreading the Gospel of 
Salvation through cultural expressions.  

We believe that the written words of God in the Bible have left 
us with many examples of how to reach all those that the 
Father is drawing towards his Son Jesus Christ no matter the 
initial culture or world view. Through His Great Spirit, He leads 
us to accomplish what no man can accomplish without Him.  

We believe that God Himself appoints leaders and rulers in this world; both good and bad to accomplish His will 
and to move His people into repentance, so that none would be lost. However, He has also given us the gift of free 
will. If we exercise our gift of free will by choosing our own pleasure and evil desires, we secure a life of emptiness 
and grief. But by choosing to lay our lives down for Christ, we find a new life full of hope and abundance when He 
comes to live within our hearts. The vision that God has laid upon our hearts is one of simplicity. We reach out and 
welcome all to discover their God given true identity. Within culturally sensitive walls, we help others find 
/ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ through the testimonies of those that Christ has changed.  

When people discover that they are of worth in the kingdom they enter into it by force, with the full realization of 
who their Creator really is. They press ever deeper in their walk towards their Saviour and the plans He has in store 
for them. 

We also understand that not all wƛƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƻǳǊ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ Some will be like Judas 
who rejected his Saviour, but was not rejected by Christ. Rather Christ continued to walk alongside him, even up to 
the cross. For Christ did not come to judge the world, but rather to save it. He came to give life and life more 
abundantly. 

Northern Connections reaches out within every tribe, nation, and tongue, respecting the laws and cultural 
traditions of the land.  God has created each tribe to honour His majesty through customs and tribal laws and... 

άΧƘŀǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜ-appointed times and the ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ    !Ŏǘǎ мтΥнс 

Leo Linklater Traditional Cree Dancer and 
Mentor of the "Good Red Roadέ 
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We reach out through our own cultural expressions recounting our stories of faith in Creator and what His Son has 
done for us and the world; revealing our stories through dance, traditions, and ceremonies, walking out our faith 
while robed in our traditional priestly garments.  

And here are our Traditional Priestly Garments.  

For you have turned our sorrow into Dancing; and have taken away 
our clothing of grieving, and given us Royal Robes of Joyfulness...                       
Psalms 30:11  

The goal at Northern Connections has always been to touch the 
hearts of our people within their own cultural boundaries. Our aim is 
to reflect the love of Creator on them, and sharing God the truth of 
His gift, the Life Giver (Jesus Christ). 

We encourage everyone to accept who God created them to be and 
we introduce Christ to every tribe and tongue, encouraging everyone 
to walk in their destiny as children of God. 

In the same way Jesus walked through the multitudes of people, 
trusting that God would draw those He had prepared. Northern 
Connections ministers, believing that God will draw those whom He 
chooses. For as the scriptures declare 

 άbƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦΦΦέ 

We are to gather, for only He can save a soul. As Isaiah wrote, άDƻ 
and gather all my children, those that have eyes and ears but can not 
ǎŜŜ ƴƻǊ ƘŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŀǾŜΦέ άΦΦΦ!ƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ me? You 
Ŏŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ƎƻŘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ȅƻǳΧέ 

  
Northern Connections is compelled by the Love of God to share that 
Love through cross-cultural ministry.  It is through these ingatherings 

(see Exodus 23:15, 16) that ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ to attentive audiences who are themselves able and 
ready to walk in their destiny of who God created them to be.  

For its is written,  

 ά! ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴέ  

Many Indigenous Peoples have been religiously abused by the colonial gospel of Western European influence.  This 
abuse has created a challenge in reaching indigenous people with the Gospel of Christ. As we share our stories of 
faith through our traditional regalia, our priestly robes, the walls that were created begin to breakdown. People 
are then able to find the freedom that Creator created them to have. It is through this message that many come to 
find freedom in their lands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raise up a child in the way they should 
walk and later on they will not depart, 

"The Good-Way" 
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bhw¢I9wb /hbb9/¢Lhb{Ω CORE VALUES 

¶ Christ-centered lives clearly expressing the 
Chieftain of Jesus Christ 

¶ Spirit-filled body where the works of the Great Spirit is a priority 

¶ To live Christ-centered lives  

¶ The priesthood of all believers and every believer a holy man 

¶ The unique value and divine destiny of each individual 

¶ Kingdom values, vision and lifestyle 

¶ A sense of belonging and family 

¶ Living a supernatural life naturally 

¶ Relationships based on covenant love 

¶ Expression of the grace of Creator God - Fatherly heart 

¶ A world vision and a compassionate burden for the lost 

¶ Excellence in our spiritual journeys 

¶ Openness, honesty and integrity in relationships 

¶ The principle that being under authority releases authority 

¶ Righteousness and justice the foundations of the Kingdom 

¶ Team spiritual journeys 

¶ Influence and impact on the moral fabric of society 

¶ Principle of reasoning from the whole to the part 

¶ Creator's confirms His Word through signs and wonders 

¶ Sacrificial warriors in the spiritual battlefields 

¶ Unity in the Body of Christ regardless of race 

¶ Passion for Creator, His body and His Kingdom 
 
HOW TO REACH US 

Mailing Address: 
Northern Connections 
P.O. Box 807  
The Pas, Manitoba  
Canada R9A 1K8 
See us on the World Wide Web at: www.northernconnections.net 
 
Joel Molin   nccf@mts.net   (306) 209-0777 (Manitoba, Canada) 
Maureen Brown  mbrown@mts.net  (204) 617-7107 (Manitoba, Canada) 

First Nations Parents and Youth gathering 

Symbolic Red Stained Cross which all most pass through. 

mailto:nccf@mts.net
mailto:mbrown@mts.net
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First Nation Peoples on the banks of the Nelson River, Manitoba 

BRIEF HISTORY 

The Assimilation Policies sanctioned by the Canadian Government on First Peoples were trusted to the various 
denominational churches to be carried out. Our First Peoples continue to suffer the many effects of these policies 
and their method of implementation.  The religious abuse, loss of identity and the stripping away of family 
structure have proven to be an enormous task to reach into the lives of our people and share the unconditional 
love of God.  

A short visit into their history is required to highlight some of the present issues facing First Peoples today. When 
Government came to impose their Assimilation 
Policies, (that is to get rid of the Indian inside 
them) one of the methods they used was to 
forcefully remove young children from their 
families, communities, and house them in 
culturally sterile institutions to remove their 
identities. This in turned caused the children to 
become institutionalized and disassociated 
from natural parental bonds of love. Returning 
home to their communities they found their 
parents and grandparents stricken by 
alcoholism trying to numb the anguish of 
losing their children. The relationship between 
parent and child had been the back bone of 
their communities.  

Many of the children upon returning home were 
greeted as strangers and kept at a distance because of their detached behaviours.  Many had been stripped of 
their familial ties for upward of six years or more.  The children who returned home came to a fractured family.  

They forcefully removed young children from family to breakdown 
family ties, the very strength of their communities. 
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The children had become institutionalized, had lost their identity and were strangers in their own home and 
community. They also had been deprived of any example of how to successfully raise their own future children 
setting the stage for generations of familial disaster.   These children grew up without caring or affection which is 
the foundation of aboriginal culture. Family is paramount.  

In attempting to cope with this pain many turned to some form of substance abuse.  Their traditional ways were 
no longer relevant and the gap between the generations increased.  The cycle of abuse 
continues and the intergenerational impacts carry on.  The survivors started their own 
families with no parental skills or understanding.  They carried on the legacy of what 
they learned in the schools. This created unresolved loss and grief that continues to 
plague our communities.  Along with this is the distrust of both government and the 
church, which prevails even to this day.  

In the face of this history we have come to recognize the importance of identity. We 
have witnessed the restoration of dignity and pride in aboriginal people when they 
themselves recognize the importance of accepting the reality of who God created 
them to be.  Northern Connections has encouraged indigenous people to walk in their 

destiny and this is the mission of our organization. 

NCCF knows the importance of fostering love in order to promote 
change.  It is understood that in order to move forward one must look 
back.  In looking back, there is a rich history of ancient teachings that 
would equip the future generations.  First Nations teachings such as 
respect and equality kept communities strong in spite of tremendous 
persecution. The teachings of their traditional laws were passed on by 
example rather than by written words.  

Elders, Old Ones, Grandfathers and Grandmothers don't preserve the 
ancestral knowledge. They live it.  Harvey Arden and Steve Wall, 
Wisdom Keepers 

¢ƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
communities. They kept their laws through oral tradition that was 

passed down through ceremony.  Because of this there was scepticism and misunderstanding from the immigrant 
missionaries and churches, but rest assured the people of the land walked with the Creator as seen in the quote 
below: 

I have no written speech. Everything that I have said I have 
been carrying in my heart, because I have seen it, I have 
experienced it. Mary Lou Lahtail, Cree Educator 

Through creating travel opportunities to other cultures for the First 
Nation youth we have observed their dignity return as they 
encounter acceptance and honour as, ά¢ƘŜ wŜŘ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ 
AmerƛŎŀέ.  We encourage them to share their stories of faith through 
cultural expressions, combining the old and the new to give them a 
sense of identity and history. They eagerly embrace their culture and 
seek more understanding from the Elders. All this is bathed in much 
prayer.   Creator God and His Life Giver (Jesus as known in the Cree 
Nation) are who we share. The same Creator God can be read about 
in the Bible.  

We ǘŜŀŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊica.  We also share 
teachings that have been passed down from the elders, ones that are relevant to their growth and adhere to the 
truths found in the Bible. 

The greatest of these is Love. 

Because I have experienced it. 
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Opaskwayak Cree Nation Egg Lake Centre 

CONCEPT OF MENTORING 

The mentoring concept of NCCF is a multi-level cross-cultural approach centred on Creator. NCCF has incorporated 
a traditional approach of Eldership in order to maintain the cultural integrity of the mentoring centre. These 
Traditional /Christian Elders will be entrusted to pass down traditional knowledge and ensure that it ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ [ŀǿ ōƻǘƘ in His written Word or oral tradition. More detail on the roles of Elders is discussed in 
the description section below, άWho Are the Elders?έ 

The Parents of the mentoring centre will have proven parental skills with a desire to mentor and work with 
troubled youth. They will be responsible for day to day operations of running the centre; such as mandatory 
academic, physical and spiritual programs. More detail on the roles of Parents is discussed in the description 
section below, άWho Are the Parents?έ 

The Warriors of the mentoring centre are those youth who have matured in their walk with Creator and 
community. They have taken on roles as valuable contributors to the society of the centre and/or their own 
Aboriginal communities. More detail on the roles of Warriors is discussed in the description section below, άWho 
Are the Warriors?έ 

The Cross-Cultural Warriors are those who have come from different nations to serve and share their testimonial 
faith by story and actions to the centreΩǎ ŀƴŘ the surrounding Aboriginal communities. More detail on the roles of 
Cross-Cultural Warriors is discussed in the description section below, άWho Are the Cross-Cultural Warriors?έ 

The Youth are those children, teenage or young adults who have enrolled in the centre under the care of the 
Parents and Elders. More detail on the roles of Youth is discussed in the description section below, άWho Are the 
Youth?έ 
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Who Are The Elders? 

In Aboriginal societies, Elders play a prominent, vital and respected 
role. The Elders share wise counsel, advice, and guidance about 
maintaining harmony and balance in the community. They provide 
wisdom for daily life and bring order to chaos and are considered the 
ΨǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΩΦ  

Elders today endure many hardships; however, through their spiritual 
and personal strength, their commitment to their language, culture, 
and people have sustained their important role in the community.  

Most Elders are deeply spiritual in nature. Everything in their lives has 
spiritual significance; their day-to-day activities, their thoughts and 
actions, and their relationships. Their spiritual walk is an 
encouragement to those who are watching. They live by their 
principles, values and teachings. They are entrusted by Great Spirit 
with this knowledge and pass on these spiritual lessons through example, 
stories and ceremonies.  Elders are an integral part of First Nations life as they carry with them the teachings of 
Creator that have been passed on through oral tradition.  Their help and guidance is an essential part of their role 
to teach and share.  

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ƻŦ understanding they further teach us of the importance of kinship within our extended 
families. The wisdom has been so greatly respected that Elders are sought out to support and maintain harmony 
within the family. Their efforts have defended the significance of family values through example and Elders assume 
more and more responsibility for the care ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎΦ  

Who Are The Parents? 

Within our Aboriginal communities, we are faced with many challenges, one of which is providing quality care to 
our children who are in care, specifically those in Child and Family 

Services (Foster). OǳǊ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅΣ άƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘǊŜŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
parentless children differently, they were special and adopted within 
the family or community. With the effects of residential school many 
families have come under heavy attacks and caused many of our 
youth to become delinquent and abusive. Children are on loan to us 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦέ hǳǊ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅΣ άbƻǿŀŘŀȅǎ 
ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦέ 
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŜŀǊƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊe 
traditional or modern. They must be learned then practised. 
Aboriginal parents must become actively involved with the 
educational, spiritual wellbeing, by working with the people who 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  

   NCCF would select parental staff under strict guidelines following    
provincial bylaws, and insist that staff exhibit exemplary family nurturing gifts. Parental staff would also be held to 
rigorous credentials as set by ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ provide sound examples and role models for all 
members of the centre and communities. 

These parents would also be required to have an excellent understanding of both First Nations Traditions and 
Christian beliefs in order to have a sound balance for mentoring of our youth.  

 

 

 

 

Cree Elder Lorraine Vandall 

Mentoring and Foster Parent Melanie 
aƻƭƛƴ  άFlying Eagle Spirit Womanέ 
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Who Are the Warriors? 

These are mature teenaged youth and 
adults who have learned the sacredness 
of life and have become mentors to 
others. As well, they understand the 
lessons of servant-hood. They become 
apprentices to the Elders both in the 
centre and in their communities. 
Proving to both the Parents and Elders, 
that they have understood and are 
walking the good Red Road laid out 
before them by Creator. These are the 
ones that have been built up by holistic 
mentoring. They have been educated 
through team building skills using 
sports, wisdom of the Elders, and with 
personal responsibilities.  Alongside 
their physical and mental (academic) 
development they are made aware of 
the spiritual aspects of this world. They 
are educated to see the battles in the 
natural, which are really the battles in 
spirit manifested in flesh. They are 
trained to be made aware that these are 
battles that need to be fought in the 
spirit, not by might nor by strength but 
ōȅ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΩǎ {ǇƛǊƛǘ. They are mentored 
to see things in the natural as symbolic 
forms of what is taking place in spirit. In this way they are trained Warriors ready to fight in the opposite spirit.  It is 
these individuals that we would call our first fruit. It is these Warriors who would be sent out into the land with the 
message of faith in Creator through their cultural expressions, to their own communities and beyond.    

Who Are the Cross-Cultural Warriors? 

These are warriors who have come from other cultures and lands to exercise their faith in Creator, exhibit servant-
hood and share their testimonies of what Creator 

has done for them. Such groups may come from 
any denominational church or ministry 
background. They would be welcome within the 
centre providing they would follow a set protocol; 
a willingness to serve, to heed the guidance of the 
Elders, and to come under the authority of their 
own leadership. Any such journeys would be 
brought to the council of Elders before permission 
would be granted. An example of such groups could 
be YWAM teams experiencing a DTS mission trip or 

other short term mission teams from abroad.  

 

 

 

 

To truly understanding the meaning 
of being a ά²!wwLhwέ. 

 

άCƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŦƭŜǎƘ-and-blood 
enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities 
of the unseen world, against mighty powers in 

this dark world, and against evil spirits in the 
heavenly ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦέ ό9ǇƘ сΥмнύ 

Cross-Cultural Warriors, such as Island Breeze with Youth 
with a Mission understand where the battle lies 
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Who Are the Youth? 

The target group would be youth without hope, the fatherless, the troubled 
ones, ones who are without direction, and ones who are looking for identity. 
These youth would mainly come from the various Manitoba First Nation 
communities but not limited to. In many cases these youth would be in the 
care of fostering agencies. Most would have been moved from one home to 
another over long periods of time. It is with these youth that we would 
endeavour to establish a long term stable environment, attempting to break 
the cycle of broken homes.  

Working as foster parents in northern regions of Manitoba, we have identified 
a real need to establish a base where youth could enter a place of rest, outside 
of the destructive peer pressure found in their communities, an environment 
where they are encouraged and challenged. This would be done through 
various traditional and modern models, such as team sports, camp design and 
management, economic activities, the arts, cross-cultural events, ceremonies, 
sharing circles, and outreaches (NCCF Spirit Journeys). However, the key 
ingredient would be unconditional love. The focus would be designed around 
inspiring youth to rise up from their current circumstances, introducing them to 
Creator by example and testimony, empowering them to walk their own destiny.   
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Opaskwayak Cree Nation (OCN) 
Egg Lake Resort is located 64 

Kilometres north of OCN/The Pas, 
Manitoba. 
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Proposed Location Egg Lake, Manitoba (Opaskwayak Cree Nation) 

 

 

Egg Lake Rehabilitation Camp was once a low security prison work camp which was decommissioned 2004. With 
the outstanding Treaty Land Entitlement owed to Opaskwayak Cree Nation, the Government of Canada agreed to 
surrender the facilities to Opaskwayak Cree Nation. At the present time the facilities are not utilized and are simply 
being maintained. 

Once a low security Prison Rehabilitation Work Camp, we at Northern Connections in co-operation 
with Opaskwayak Cree Nation are looking to redeem the centre to bring life to our Youth. 

 


