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PRELUDE

Culture is not simply a matter of customs or traditions. It is ald
a way of looking atife, a set of shared beliefs and values, a
means of expressioffior understanding the world and one's
place in it. Cultural differenceare therefore apparent in many
avenues ofife, whether infamily and social relationships oin

searching forenvironmental harmony. These views must be
addressed before we canove beyond the walls of fear created
by misunderstanding and abuséboriginaland nonAboriginal

worldviews must be taught in order to restore relationship and
bring understanding.

WHOWE ARE
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believers in Christ whose joy is spreading the Gospel of

Salvation through cultural expressions. Leo Linklater Traditional Cree;Dancer and

Mentor of the "Good Red Road
We believe that the written words of God in the Biblevhdeft

us with many examples dfiow to reach all those that the
Father is drawing towards his Son Je€llgistno matter the
initial culture or world view Through His Great Spirit, He leads
us to accomplish what no man can accomplisthout Him.

We believe that God irhself appoints leadersral rulers in this world; both good and bad to accomplish His will
and to move His people into repentana® that none would be lost. Howevete has also given us the gift of free

will. If we exercise our gift of free witly choosing our own pleasure amyil desires, we secure a life of emptiness

and grief. But by choosing to lay our lives down for Christ, we find a new life full of hope and abundance when He
comes to live withi our hearts Thevision that God has laid upon our hearts is one of simyplig¢V/e reach out and
welcome all to discover theirGod giventrue identity. Wthin culturally sensitive walls, wéelp others find

/ NEI 6§2NR& RS&ANE TFirdughihk BstimonigsRf thbde hat NBrisizhaingiNS

When peopladiscover hat they are of worth in the kingdorthey enter into it by force, with the full realization of
who their Creator really is. They press ever deeper in their walk towardsShegiourand the plans He has in store
for them.

We also understand that not allawt £ | OOSLIGi 2 dzNJ / NB I i 2 NDSomeOwilltbdike dulas Sy G S NJ
who rejected his Savioubut was not rejected by Christ. Rather Christ continued to walk alongside him, even up to

the cross. For Christ did nebme to judge the worldbut rather to save it. He came to give life and life more

abundantly.

Northern Connections reaches out within every tribe, oafi and tongue, respecting thiaws and cultural
traditions of the land. God has created each tribe to honour His majesty throwggbnes and tribal laws and...
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NOCFMentoring CenB 5 A & O dza & A Lgtchhd MisiBaxd Dare to Dreand Pagel of 174



We reach out through our own cultural expressions recamgpour stories of faith in Creator and what His Son has
donefor us andthe world; revealing our stories through dance, traditions, and ceremonies, walking out our faith
while robed in our traditional priestly garments.

And here are our Traditional Priestly Garments

- For you have turned our sorrow into Dancing; and hakernaaway
our clothing of grieving, and given us Royal Robes of Joyfulness...
Psalms 30:11

The goalat Northern Connectionshas always been to touch the
hearts of our people within their own cultural boundarieQur aim is

to reflect the love of Creator onhem, and sharing God the truth of
His gift, the Life Giver (Jesus Christ).

We encourage everyone to accepho God created them tbe and
we introduce Christ to every ibe and tongue, encouraging everyone
to walk in their destiny s.children of God.

In the same way Jesus walked through the multitudes of people,
trusting that God would draw those He ha prepared Northern
Connections ministerdelievingthat God will draw those whom He
chooses. For as the scriptures declare

ab2S2¢2vSa (2 GKS {2y dzyt Saa GKS CI
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We are to gather, for only He can save a soul. As Isaiah waoe?
: and gather all my children, those that have eyes and ears but can not
Raise up a child in the way they shoulc: 2SS y2NJ KSIFNJ F2NJ 2yfé& L OrhefYoal 3Sdé

walk and later on they will not depart, Oy F2NJ GKSNB IINB y2 &iNry3aS 3I2Ra Y
"The GoodWay"

Northern Connections is compelled by theve of God to shar¢hat

Lovethrough crosscultural ministry. It is through these ingatherings
(see Exodus 23:15,18)atg S I NB | 0f S (i 2o atiektive\dBdieBcasRvddre tHerds@&s able and
ready to walk in their destiny of who God created them to be.

For its is written,

G! LINPLKSG A& y2iG 6St O2YSR 0@ KAa 26Y¢E
Many Indigenous Peoples have been religiously abused by the colonial gogyestein European influence. ih
abusehas created a challenge in reaching indigenous people with tlep&af Christ. As we shaoeir stoiies of
faith through our traditional regalia, our priestly robes, the walls thetre created begin to breakdowneBple

are then able tdind thefreedomthat Creator created them thave It is through this message that many come to
find freedom in their lands.
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First Nations Parents and Youthathering

bhwe¢l 9wb / h bGORE VALUEB { Q

1 Christcentered lives clearly expressing the Symbolic Red Stained Cross which all most pass throt
Chieftain ofJesus Christ

Spiritfilled body where the works of the Great Spirit is a priority

To live Christentered lives

The priesthood of all believers and every believer a holy man

The unique value and divine destiny of each individual

Kingdom values, vision atitEstyle e & L T %
A sense of belonging and family « . g \

Living a supernatural I@atyrallyﬂ
Relatlonshlde on covenant love @)

Expressuonmhe grace atoPGod Fatherly heart

A world vision and a cor?;swnate burden r the lost .

Excellence in our spiritugurneys - ‘ %
Openness, honesty-and integrity in _gaﬁonshlps '

The principle fhaf'bemg ‘under authority releases authority

Righteousness and justice the foundations of the Kingdo

Team spiritual jounﬁys E \

Influence and impact on the moral fabric of sometyr

=4 =8 =8 8 -8 -4 -8 8880888 oa e

Prindple of reasoning from the whole to the part
Creator's confirms His WorM‘Jgh signs and WOnders i o R
Sacrificial warriors in the spiritual battlefields s 4 ;
Unity in the Body of Chuist regardless of race ’
Passion for Creator, body and His Kingdom '
i
HOW TO REAGHS

Mailing Address

Northern Connections

P.O. Box 807

The Pas, Manitoba

Canada R9A 1K8

See us on the World Wide Web atww.northernconnections.net

Joel Molin nccf@mts.net (306) 2090777 (Manitoba, Canada)
MaureenBrown mbrown@mts.net (204) 6177107 (Manitoba, Canada)
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First Nation Peoples on the banks of the Nelson River, Manitoba

BRIEF HISTORY

The Assimilation Policgesanctionedby the Canadian Government on First Peoplese trusted tothe various
denominational churchet be carried out. @r First Peoplge continue to suffer thenanyeffects of thesepolides
and their method of implementation The religious abuse, losd identity and the stripping away of family
structure have proven to be an enormous task to reach into the livesuofpeople and share theunconditional
love of God

A shot visit into their history is required to highlight some of the present issues facing First Peoples Wtay.
Government came tampose their Assimilation
Policies, (that is to get rid of the Indian inside
them) one of the methods they used wae
forcefully remove young children from their
families, communities, and house them in
culturally sterile institutions to remove their
idertities. This in turned causeatie childrento
become institutionalized and disassociated
from natural parental bonds of love. Returning
home to their communities they found their
parents and grandparents stricken by
alcoholsm trying to numb the anguish of
losing their childrenThe relationship between
parent and child had beethe back bone of
their communiies

They forcefully removed young children frofamily to breakdown
Many of the children upon returning home were family ties, the very strength of their communities.

greeted as angers and kept at a distance because of their detached behaviddemy had beenstripped of
their familial ties for upward o$ix yearsor more. The children who returned home came to a fractured family.
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The children had become institutionalized, had lost their identity and were strangers in their own home and
community. They also hd been deprived of any example of how to successfully raise their own future children
setting the stage for generations of familial disastefhese children grew up without caring or affection which is
the foundation of aborigial culture Family is paamount.

In attempting to cope with thigain many turned to some form of substance abuse. Their traditional ways were
no longer relevanand the gap between the generations increased. The cycle of abuse

continues and the intergenerational impacts caory. The survivors started their own
families with no parental skills or understanding. They carried on the legacy of what
they learned in the school§hiscreated unresolved loss and grief that continues to
plague our communities. Along with this ketdistrust of both government and the
church, which prevails even to this day.

In the face of this history &have come to recognize the importance of identity. We
have witnessed the restoration of dignity and pride in aboriginal people when the
themseles recognize the importance of acceptitige reality ofwho God created

them to be. Northern Connections has encouraged indigenous people to walk in their

destiny and this is the mission of our organization.

NCCF knows the importance of fostering loweorder to promote
change. It is understood that in order to move forward one must look
back. In looking back, there is a rich history of ancient teachings that
would equip the future generations. First Nations teachings such as
respect and equality kepcommunities strongn spite of tremendous
persecution Theteachings of their traditional laws wengassed on by
example rather tln by written words.

Elders, Old Ones, Grandfathers and Grandmothers don't preserve the
ancestral knowledge. They live itHarvey Arden and Steve Wall,
Wisdom Keepers

¢KS CANBRG blGA2ya FRKSNBR G2 / NBIG2
communities. They kept their laws through oral tradition that was

passed down through ceremony. Because of this there was scepticismiandcerstandingfrom the immigrant

missionaries and churchebut rest assured the people dfie land walked with the Creator as seen in the quote

below:

The greatest of these is ke.

I have no written speech. Everything that | have said | have
been carrying in my heart, because | have sieh have
experienced itMary Loulahtail, Cree Educator

Through ceating travel opportunitiego other culturesfor the First

Nation youth we have observed their dignity return as they
encounter acceptance antionouras,a ¢ KS wSR LYRAIl YA
Amert Q l'\We encouragéhem to share their stories of faith through
cultural expressionscombining the old and the new to give them a
sense of identity and historyh€y eagerly embrace their culture and e
seek moreunderstarding from theElders. A this isbathed in much : !
prayer. Creator Godand His Life Giver (Jesasknown in the Cree PRE="

Nation) are who we share. The same Creator Gaxl be read about : :
in the Bible. Becausd have experienced it.

Weli S OK | 62dzi D2RQa 2NARAIAYIE AyaSyid 27F &K Wedsshaet T2 NI
teachings that have been passed down from the elders, ones that are relevant to their growth and adhere to the
truths found in theBible.
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Opaskwayak Cree Nation Egg Lake Centre
CONCEPT OF MENTORING

Thementoringconcept ofNCCF is a ufti-level crosscultural approach centredn Creator.NCCF has incorporated
a traditional approach of Eldership order to maintain the cultural integrity of thamentoring centre. These

Traditional /Christian Elderswill be entrusted to passlown traditional knowledge and resure that itR2 S &y Qi

GA2F 1 GS / NBinlHB Ndtén Workl ér oral ZradionMore detail on the roles of Elders is discussed in
the description section beloyéWho Are the Elders?

The Parents of the mentoring centre will have proven parental skillswith a desire tomentor and work with
troubled youth. They will be responsible for day to dayeigtions of running the centresuch as mandatory
academic physical and spiritugbrograms. More detail on the roles défarentsis disussedin the description
section belowdWho Are theParents€

The Warriors of the mentoring centre arghose youth who have matured in their walk with Creator and
community. They haveaken on roles as valuable contributors to the society of the cerdnel/or their own
Aboriginal communities. More detail on the roles\Whrriorsis discussed in the description section beld¥ho
Are theWarriors?%

TheCrossCultural Warriorsare those who have comedm different nations to servand share theitestimonial
faith by story and action® the centeQ & theydiRrounding Aboriginal communities. More detail on the roles of
CrossCultural Warriorss discussed in the description section beldW/ho Are theCrossCultural Warriorg¢

The Youth are those childra, teenageor young adultsvho have enrolledn the centre under the care dhe
Parents and Elder#/ore detail on the roles o¥outhis discussed in the description section beldwho Are the
Youth?¢
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Who Are The Elders?

In Aboriginal societies, Eldeplay a prominent, vital andespected
role. The Elders sharaise counsel, advice, and guidance about
maintaining harmony and balance in the community. They provide
wisdomfor daily life and bring order to chaos and are considered the
WiSFOKSNES2FYRSHANNIDASGHE YR AGNBYy3IidK¢
Elders today endure many hardships; however, through their spiritualy,  —=
and personal strength, their commitment to their language, culture, ¥

and people have sustained their important role in the community.

Most Elders are dg@y spiritual in natureBEverything in their keshas
spiritual significancetheir dayto-day activities, their thoughts and
adions, and their relationships. Their spiritual walk is an
encouragement to those whare watching. They live by their
principkes, values and teaching¥heyare entrustedby Great Spirit
with this knowledge and pass on these spiritual lessihmsugh example,

stories andceremonies. Eldersare an integral parbf First Natiors life as they carry with them the teachings of
Creato that have been passed on through oral tradition. Their help and guidames essential part of their role
to teach and share.

¢ KNRdzZZIK (KS @nterstamiingheyRuHeliteach 2isfof the importance of kinship within our extended
families. The wisdom has been so greatly respected that Elders are sought out to support and maintain harmony
within the family. Their efforts have defended the significance of family values through example and Elders assume
more and more responsibility forthecale¥ G KSANJ FF YAfeQa ¢Sttt o60SAy3Io

Who Are TheParents?

/' )

Cree Elder Lorraine Vandall

Within our Aboriginal communities, we are faced with many challenges, one of which is providility gare to
our children who are in care, specifically those in Child and Family

Services (Foster)dzZNJ 9f RSNE aleéx aqfz2y3a |32 64!
parentlesschildren differently, they were speciahnd adopted within

the family or communityWith the effects of residential school many

families have come under heavy attacks and caused many of our

youth to become delinquent and abusivé€hildren are on loan to us

FYR 6S Ydzald ydzaNIdzZNB | yR f2@3S GKSY®E
a42YS LI NByida KIFI@S f2ai GKSANI NI RAG?
¢C2RI&8Qa LI NBydGa ySSR (2 NBf S Ny LI N
traditional or modern. They must be learned then practised.

2 = ﬁ/ ,\.& Aboriginal parents must become actively involved with the
= iy,g/, Y S22 educatioral, spiritual wellbeing by working with the people who

Mentoring and FosteParent Melanie YIS UKS RSOAaA2Z2ya |o02dzi UKSANI OKAfR
a 2 f AFling Eagle Spirit Woman

NCCF would $ect parental staff under stricguidelines following
provincial bylawsand insist that staff exhibiéxemplaryfamily nurturing gifts. Parental staff wouldlsobe held to
rigorous credentits as setbyi KS 9 f RSNA Q LINBDraviik souhd etaiBesiafd rde2naatieR’ for all
members of thecentre andcommuniies,

These parents would alsee required tohave an excellent understanding of botkirst NationsTraditiors and
Christian beliefs in order to have a sound balafozenentoring of our youh.
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Who Are theWarriors?

These are mature teenaged youtnd
adultswho have learned the sacredness
of life and have become mentors to
others. As well they understand the
lessons ofservanthood. They become
apprenticesto the Eldersboth in the
centre and in their communities.
Proving to both the Parents and Elders,
that they have understood and are
walking the good Red Road laid out
before them by CreatorThese are the
ones that have been built up by holistic
mentoring. They have been educated
through team building skills using
sports, wisdom of the Elders, and with
personal responsibilities. Alongside
their physical and mental (academic)

development theyare made aware of To truly understanding the meaning
the spiritual aspects of this world. They ofbeingad 2 I wwlL hwé
are educated to see the battleis the aC2 NI Sl TG - ygarl -andbidad
. . enemies, btiagainst evil rulers and authorities
natural, which are reaIIy the battles in of the unseen world, against mighty powers in
spirit manifested in flesh. Theyre this dark world, andgainst evil spirits in the
trained to bemade aware that these are heaven.Jt | OSa ®€ o091l

battles that need to be fought in the
spirit, not by might nor by strength but
0& / NBI (.ZnhRare rhienfarédi i

to see thingsin the natural as symbolic

forms of what istaking placen spirit. In this wg they are trained Warriors ready to fight in the opposite spititis
these individualshat we would calbur first fruit. It is these Warriorssho would be sentout into the landwith the
messagef faith in Creatorthrough their cultural expressions) their own communities and beyond.

Who Are theCrossCultural Warrior®

These are warriors who have come from other cultures and lands to exercise theinf&itkatwe, exhibit servai-
hood and share their testimaes of what Creator
has dne for them. Such groups may come from
any denominational church or  ministry
backgound. They would be welcomwithin the
centre providingthey would follow a set protocol;
a willingness to serve, to heed the guidance of the
Elders, and to come under the authority of their
own leadership. Any such journeys would be
brought to the council of Elders before permission
would be granted An example of such groupsuld
be YWAMeamsexperencinga DTS missio trip or

other short term mission teams from abroad.

CrossCultural Warriorssuch as Island Breeze with You
with a Mission understand where théattle lies
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Who Are theYouth?

The target group would be youtWithout hope, the fatherlessthe troubled
ones,oneswho are without direction and oneswho are lookingfor identity.
Theseyouth would mainly come from the various Manitoba First Nation
communities but not limitedto. In many cass these youthwould be in the
care of fostering agenciesost would have been moved from one home to
another over long periods of timelt is with hese youth that we would
endeavour to establish a long term stable environmeaitempting to break
the cycle of broken homes.

Working as foster parents in northern regions of Manitoba, we have identified
a real need to establish a base where youth cariter a place of rest, outside

of the destructive peer presire found in their communitiesan environment
where they are encouraged and challengékhis would be done through
various traditional and modern models, such as team sports, camp design ang
management,economic activities, the artgrosscultural events, ceremonies,
sharing circlesand outreaches NCCFSpirit Journeys)However, the key
ingredientwould be unconditional loveThe focus would be designed around
inspiring youth to riseup from their current circumstancesntroducing them to
Creator by example and testimony, empowering them to walk their own destiny.
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Proposed Locatioiegg Lake, Manitoba (Opaskwayak Cree Nation

Once a low security Bson Rehabilitation Work Camp, vat Northern Connections in coperation
with Opaskwayak Cree Nation are looking tedeem the centre to bring life to our Youth.

Egg Lak&ehabilitation Campvas oncea low security prison work camp which was decommissionedt200th
the outstanding Treaty Land Entitlement owed to Opaskwayak Cree Nation, the Government of Canada agreed to
surrender the facilities to Opaskwayak Cree Nation. At the present time theiéscére not utilizedand are simply

being maintained
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